
For Immediate Release
The Beating is a short film, directed by award-winning 

filmmaker Cyrus Mirakhor, which tells the story of one 

father and the length to which he’ll go to end a nightmar-

ish problem of bullying at his son’s school. The Beating 

marks the second collaboration between writer/direc-

tor Cyrus Mirakhor and actor/writer Paul Stroili, their 

first being the short film Gratitude which was named the 

best comedic short at The Philadelphia Independent Film 

Festival. The film was also recognized by Oaxaca Interna-

tional Film Festival, San Jose International Film Festival, 

Hollywood Reel Independent Film Festival and with three 

nominations (Best Actor: Chris Meehan, Best Makeup, 

Best Special Effects) at the Action on Film International 

Film Festival.

The Beating features Paul Stroili (The Untouchables,  

Malcolm in the Middle) Chris Wynne (Back to the 

Future III,  Speed II) James Hiroyuki Liao (Unforgettable, 24,  

Prison Break), Preston Strother (Community, Criminal 

Minds) Amy Farrington (American Horror Story, The 

Mentalist) and Kimberly Van Luin (Criminal Minds).

“When Paul brought me this material, I was  very  

surprised” says Director Mirakhor. “I know him primar-

ily through his comedic work, so when he presented me with this idea, it was quite the departure. Still, I 

knew I wanted to make the film immediately.  Given the topics this piece addresses; bullying, mental illness, 

vigilantism, school violence... we both realized it was time for this cautionary tale about what might happen 

when we address the symptom but not the cause.” 

Stroili concurs; “I shared a very simple script with Cyrus, 

initially.  He was essential in helping to flesh out the story, 

and give these characters the depth they needed.  With 

a short, it’s not easy to present fully realized characters 

given the time constraints.  Our Casting Director Jami 

Rudofsky helped us form a very strong cast. That, coupled 

with the creative and technical teams Cyrus has assem-

bled resulted in a film we’re very proud of.”

Press contact: Kimberly Van Luin      323.577.3590     info@mirrorcore.com
www.mirrorcore.com

Heidi Huber-Kalin, Paul Stroili and Preston Strother.
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Paul Stroili (Richard Mazza) Paul Stroili’s television credits include Undercover Brides-
maid along with Malcolm in the Middle, Brother’s Keeper, Getting Personal, Chance of a 
Lifetime, Help Me and The Untouchables, as well as the films Gratitude, Karaoke Man, Cold 
Justice and The Real Whatever. Paul was nominated for an Ovation Award for Best Solo 
Performance and an LA Weekly Award for Paul Stroili’s Straight Up with a Twist, which  
enjoyed over 1400 performances nationwide, culminating in a twice extended Off Broad-
way run. Paul cohosts the top-rated arts podcast in Los Angeles; State of the Arts with 
Michael Sterling and Paul Stroili on LATalkRadio.com. www.paulstroili.com

 

Chris Wynne (The Contractor) Chris began his career as an actor in 1984 and success 
came early with the teen comedy Private Resort and television appearances in shows 
like “Head of the Class” and “Murphy Brown”.  Through the nineties, Chris continued to 
work in films like Back to the Future III and Speed 2, as well as the television shows “The 
X-Files”, “West Wing”, and “The Profiler”. After an eight year walkabout while pursuing his 
only other passion, raising his two sons, Chris couldn’t be more pleased to be a part of The  
Mirror Corps. production of The Beating.

James Hiroyuki Liao (Jimmy) James Hiroyuki Liao is honored to be a part of  The Beating.  
He can currently be seen in his recurring role as Jay Lee on the CBS hit, “Unforgettable.” 
His credits include: Frankenweenie, Battle Los Angeles, CSI, Management, House, 24,  
Prison Break, Law and Order, The Shield, Bones, CSI: Miami, Applebaum, All Signs of 
Death and will appear in the upcoming second season of Unforgettable.  He holds a BFA in  
Drama from The Juilliard School.  James was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York.

Amy Farrington (ER Doctor) was born in Boston, Massachusetts but raised in Garland, 
a suburb of Dallas, Texas. After attending a musical theatre conservatory program, she 
worked in local and regional theatres before moving to Chicago, where she performed at 
several theaters including the Bailwick Repertory and Steppenwolf. Twenty plays later, she 
moved to Los Angeles. Her first job was as a series regular in a pilot for NBC, followed by 
the series, “The Michael Richards Show” (2000), for the same network. She then went on 
to star in pilots for ABC, CBS and NBC and guest-starred on numerous sitcoms including 
“Will & Grace”, “Two and a Half Men”, “The King of Queens”, and “Greys Anatomy”. 

Kimberly Van Luin (Office Doctor) is a Founder and Artistic Director of SeaGlass  
Theatre.  She has appeared as Donna in Kvetch which she was nominated for Best Featured 
Actress by Broadwayworld.com along with Best Featured Actress as her role as Curly 
in Of Grapes and Nuts. Also seen as Lois in Wonder of the World, for which she was the  
recipient of Best Featured Performance Recognition by Don Grigware in his Best of 
Southern California Theatre, 2009. She has appeared on “Family Law”, “All That”, “Twenty-
sixmiles”, Karaoke Man and several independent films.

The Cast of The Beating
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Preston Strother (Daniel) Born and raised in Dallas, Preston Strother began acting at 
age four.  He signed with a Dallas talent agent and booked his first commercial audition for 
Lowes. Now 14, Preston has appeared on “Barney and Friends”, “Criminal Minds”, “Broth-
ers and Sisters”, “Community” and several films and commercials. Preston has also done 
voiceover for Nick cartoons “Ni Hao Kai Lan” and “Ant City Builders” as well as Cartoon 
Network’s “Batman the Brave and the Bold”. When not acting Preston enjoys singing, play-
ing guitar, football and baseball.

Gabriel Martinez (Josh) is delighted to be a part of The Beating.  He 
is very grateful to the cast and crew for making his introduction to 
film making such an enjoyable experience. He is a 2013 graduate of 
Northridge Academy High School and currently attends California  
State University, Northridge.
Heidi Huber-Kalin (Teacher) Heidi got her feet wet on the Chicago 
stage before diving into the sea of creatives in LA.  While she now pre-
fers non-profit marketing to making her mark in acting, she continues 
to feed her creative soul singing in an Americana band, Pilgrim. 

The Crew and Design Team of The Beating
Cyrus Mirakhor, Director – attained his Master’s Certification in Documentary Film from the George Wash-
ington University in 2002, and completed the University of California Los Angeles Extension Certification  
Program in Directing in 2012. The Beating is his second major fictional film. His previous film Gratitude made 
the festival circuit rounds in 2012 won Best Comedy at the Philadelphia Independent Film Festival (PIFF) and 
was accepted into major film festivals including Oaxaca International Film Festival, Hollywood Reel Independent 
Film Festival, TVIFF, and Action on Film Festival.  In his world away from film Cyrus is the Director of Solutions 
Architecture for ConnectSolutions based in San Francisco.

Victor Avila, Director of Photography – is a Native of Cali, Colombia. Victor studied journalism in college, and 
in 2001 he immigrated to the United States to attend the film program at the City University of New York. 
Victor has amassed more than ten years experience in Colombian and U.S. productions that also include 
commercials, documentaries, music videos, short films and TV shows. Enroute to his current specialty as a 
director of photography, Victor has held numerous positions in the camera department. He draws inspiration 
from and has worked with industry leaders such as Spike Lee, actors Christopher Plummer, Ellen Burstyn and 
Donald Faison among others, in addition to singers Jennifer Lopez, Fat Joe, Three Six Mafia, and sportsman 
Michael “Magic” Johnson. He has also worked with Spanish pop stars such as Enrique Iglesias, Paulina Rubio, 
Gloria Estefan, and Ricky Martin.

Aaron Henderson, Art Direction and Production Design – Aaron is a full service creative director/produc-
tion designer who has collaborated with a variety of entertainment professionals to create spectacular events 
and innovative experiences. After a decade with The Walt Disney Company as part of the Creative Develop-
ment Team, Aaron became the Lead Designer for George & Goldberg Design Associates. He has enjoyed 
working on numerous parades and themed attractions for Disneyland Park, as well as production design 
for Neil Diamond, Barbra Streisand, Katy Perry and Bette Midler. Most recently, he designed the set for the 
award-winning I Love Lucy! Live on Stage, which launches a National Tour in the summer of 2013.  Aaron now 
works as a full time freelance designer.
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Jennifer May Nickel, Costume Designer – has over a decade of experience Costume Designing for Film, 
Television, Web, and Theatre. Jennifer has worked with Paul Stroili and Kimberly Van Luin several times  
before for SeaGlass Theatre productions. For film, Jennifer’s Costume Design credits include Natural Insemi-
nation, Jump, U/Gen-10, John Dunn’s Last Run, and Routes of Wildflowers. For TV, she has costume designed 
“Swamp Volcano” (Syfy Network), “Super Sportlets” (MoonScoop), and several pilots. She’s also Costume  
Designed web series for Disney and Nickelodeon, along with Starpocalypse (SMBC Theater) and Oh, Merry 
Beaver! (Fierce and Nerdy). When she isn’t designing she’s traveling around the world with her writer husband, 
John-Paul Nickel.  She can be found on the web at www.JenniferMayDesigns.com

Ronen Landa, Composer - Ronen’s music has been hailed in the press as “an astounding auditory journey... an 
intricate and delightful aural treat”. His work has been heard in film screenings around the globe, on television, 
and in concert halls. A 2011 Sundance Institute Fellow, Ronen especially enjoys collaborating with filmmakers; 
cinema inspires him to create music that is inventive and daring, and, above all, music that communicates. 
Films he has scored include The Pact (IFC Films, Official Selection: Sundance), the international drama Festival 
of Lights, the landmark Iraqi-made documentary The Dreams of Sparrows (Official Selection: SXSW), City of 
Borders (Winner of the Teddy Audience Award, Berlin International Film Festival), the romantic drama Diver-
gence (Official Selection: Method Fest), and the uplifting environmental documentary Burning in the Sun (PBS, 
Official Selection: New York African Film Festival).

Jami Rudofsky, Casting Director –  has been in casting for over 15 years working on a multitude of film and 
television projects including: “Gilmore Girls”,  “Bunheads”, “The Practice”, “Felicity”, Somewhere Slow, The Drift-
er, Grown Ups 2, “The Lake”,  Besties, Shades of Ray, Guido, MOW-“Cyberbully”.  Jami also has also been very 
active casting theatre all around Los Angeles, including her work as the resident Casting Director for the multi - 
Ovation winning  Celebration Theatre.  Jami graduated with a BFA from UCLA.

Archana Shinde, Editor – A native of Nashik, India. Archana completed her Bachelor’s degree in Electrical En-
gineering in 2003 in India, followed by Masters in Embedded Systems Design. She worked on designing Scarlet 
camera by RED in 2009 right before she quit her job and flew to Los Angeles to study filmmaking. In 2011, she 
completed Directing for FIlms and TV certificate at UCLA Extension. The same year, she wrote, directed and 
edited a short film Green Bangles which was shot in India. Women In Film and Television (WIFT) India chapter 
chose the short film to represent India in WIFT International Showcase 2012. The film was screened in 44 
cities in 15 different countries. The short film was also screened in several film festivals in the US. In 2012, 
Archana edited a French-American short film The Chauffeur which was screened at Cannes Short Film Cor-
ner and also in several film festivals in the North America and Europe. In 2013, Archana edited the short film 
Sugar which is one of the 20 finalists in Canon and Ron Howard’s Project Imaginat10n.

Producer Kimberly Van Luin, Director Cyrus Mirakhor and  
Director of Photography Victor Avila prepare for a scene.
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Michelle Guasto, Sound Designer – A  Colorado native, 
Michelle earned a BFA in post production from Regis 
University, in association with the venerable Colorado 
Film School.  She has worked on dozens of productions 
as a freelance editor, production sound mixer, and 
sound designer.  Most recently, Michelle worked as 
a sound designer for feature films: Mind’s Eye, featur-
ing Dean Cain and Malcolm MacDowell, and critically 
acclaimed by the New York Times, Colossus, a mind-
bending rock n’ roll mockumentary filmed in Russia.  
Now in Los Angeles, Michelle has enjoyed working with 
remarkable talent such as Martin Starr from Burning 
Love, John Ross Bowie from The Big Bang Theory, and  
Kalia Prescott from The Hunger Games.



Thomas Cassetta, Re-recording Mixer -  born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, has enjoyed over 16 
years of professional experience in sound design and engineering for theatre, film, and television. From 1999 
thru 2003, Mr. Cassetta studied film, theatre, and music at the University of Colorado in Boulder, and the 
Metropolitan State College of Denver. Mr. Cassetta’s theatrical design work received rave critical reviews, 
especially for his NYC debut for Brett Maughan’s presentation of The Tales of the Lost Formicans, and the 
critically acclaimed NYC Broadway presentation of James Devine’s TAPEIRE: Driven By Rhythm, for which 
Cassetta crafted and designed the IMAG presentation and FOH sound. He went on to travel with TAPEIRE for 
its Canadian, US, and UK tours. In 2008, Mr. Cassetta returned to his first love (filmmaking) and has estab-
lished himself internationally as a skilled and creative production sound mixer and sound designer, including 
this year’s Dust of War (Official Selection – 2013 Comic Con IFF), 2012’s provocative religious documentary 
Hellbound?, and Kirby Dick’s powerful 2013 Oscar-nominated documentary The Invisible War.

Craig Ricci Shaynak, Executive Producer – Craig holds a BA in Medieval Drama from the University of Chi-
cago. On television, he has been seen in “Law and Order LA,” “The Shield,”  “Alias,” “ER,” “Without a Trace,” 
and Disney’s “The Suite Life of Zack and Cody.” This summer, Craig will recur on “Ray Donovan,”  a new series 
on Showtime. On the big screen, Craig has appeared with Matt Damon in The Informant, directed by Steven 
Soderbergh and with Christian Bale in Harsh Times, written and directed by David Ayer. Craig has also pro-
vided voices for blockbusters such as Happy Feet and Night at the Museum. Mr. Shaynak is a regular at the 
Edinburgh Fringe and other festivals worldwide. Craig is the owner of Kingswell Productions and the Executive 
Producer of The Story Man, Best Feature Documentary at the 2013 Logan Film Festival, and Internal Visions 
of Art 365, both directed by Erik Hudson.
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